
                

Division of Natural Areas 

Events for the Spring Celebration of State 
Natural Areas 

April 7 - 15, 2018 
 

The Clifton Bend Spring Butterfly Count at Carroll Cabin Barrens State Natural Area 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 9:30 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/5/2018 
 

Location: Carroll Cabin Barrens State Natural Area Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Allan Trently, West Tennessee Stewardship Ecologist, Tennessee Division of 
Natural Areas and Bart Jones, butterfly expert, North American Butterfly Association 
 
RSVP Contact: Allan Trently, allan.trently@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
areas/natural-areas-west-region/west-region/carroll-cabin-barrens.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: An inn, cabins, and camping are available at Pickwick Landing 
State Park (http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/pickwick-landing)  
 
Walk through the unique and wildflower-dominated west Tennessee Valley barrens of the 
Western Valley physiographic region of Decatur County.  Learn about the barrens and the 
plants and butterflies that use the barrens while helping count the many colorful butterfly 
species we will see flying.  It is OK if you don’t know your butterflies.  You’ll learn a few species 
that you can help count.  The data that you help collect will go to the North American Butterfly 
Association.  Be prepared for off-trail walking along gentle slopes.  We meet at 9:30 AM and 
continue till about noon.  The barrens are treeless areas so sunscreen is highly recommended.  
Also wear tick repellent since ticks are common along the forested edges.  All those attending 
this event will be participating in citizen science.  Citizen science is a way to involve 1000s of 
non-scientists in collecting much needed data that will go towards understanding the biology 
and conservation needs of species.  Butterfly counts take place throughout Tennessee (as well 
as North and South America).  My hope is that you will be motivated to learn the butterflies so 
that you can be a future member of the citizen science community and hopefully I’ll see you on 
other butterfly counts. 
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Pogue Creek Canyon Early Spring Hike 

Date: April 7, 2017 Time: 10 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/5/2018 
 

Location: Pogue Creek Canyon Parking Area (36.521915, -84.817608) Region: East TN 
 

Hike Leader(s): Lisa Huff, East TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=pogue-creek-canyon-
early-spring-hike-celebration  
  
RSVP Contact: Loretha Legette, loretha.legette@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
areas/natural-areas-east-region/east-region-/na-na-pogue-creek-canyon.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/pickett  
 
Pogue Creek Canyon SNA is one of the most stunning natural areas in Tennessee for sheer 
"wow" factor.  The canyon is full of amazing rock walls, overhangs, rock houses, and amazing 
sandstone formations.  Beautiful clear creeks flow out of all the valleys that funnel into the 
canyon.  This hike covers all the catetories:  easy, moderate and difficult.  There are some 
short, vertical ladders that must be spanned and some short, steep climbs on the trail, but 
generally speaking, it's not a hard hike.  We will start at the parking area on Pickett Park 
highway and then we must take vehicles to our exit point on Blackhouse Mountain Road, then 
return with a vehicle to our starting point, as this is a one-way hike.  From the starting point to 
the first overlook is 1.75 miles.  From there to the exit at Blackhouse Mountain Road is another 
3.5 miles.  We should see early spring wildflowers and awesome sites.  Bring layered clothing 
and you may want a hat.  Wear good hiking foot gear.  Bring water and food.  Gnats may be out, 
so be prepared.  We will not go if it is scheduled to rain, so you must leave your contact number 
so that you can be called in case of cancellation. 
 

Spring Wildflower Hike 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 11:00 a.m. Fee: Free RSVP Deadline: 4/2/2018 
 

Location: Ross Forest Registered State Natural Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Andrea Bishop, Natural Heritage Recovery Biologist  
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=spring-wildflower-hike    
  
RSVP Contact: Andrea Bishop, Loretha.legette@tn.gov  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/pickwick-landing  
 
The Ross Forests Partnership Lands property is located in Hardin County and consists of 7,500 
acres owned by John J. Ross. 4445 acres are designated as a Registered State Natural Area 
due to the presence of state and federal listed plant and animal species. The variety of habitats 
include seep/springs, waterfalls, rich hollows with hardwood forests and limestone bluffs, 
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including the banks and floodplain of Horse Creek. We will see the State rare plant  Beaked 
trout lily, and a large varity of  spring wildflowers and ferns. There are very unusual geological 
features and fossils to view. Mr. Ross has built an extensive mountain bike/hiking trail that leads 
to these natural habitats. The hike will be moderate will take 3-4 hours. Bring food, water, bug 
spray and sturdy shoes. 
 

Wildflowers and Water at Walls of Jericho 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. central Fee: Free RSVP Deadline: 4/4/2018 
 

Location: Walls of Jericho State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Todd Crabtree, State Botanist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflowers-and-water-
at-walls-of-jericho  
  
RSVP Contact: Todd Crabtree, todd.crabtree@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/article/na-na-walls-of-jericho  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/cabins/tims-ford  
 
This strenuous 8-mile (round trip) hike descends 900 feet into the “Walls” and continues along 
the creek to an amazing canyon of sheer rock bluffs, caves, and waterfalls. We will stop to 
appreciate plants along the way. We will see limerock arrow wood (Viburnum bracteatum) and 
nodding trillium (Trillium flexipes) should be flowering along with other spring ephemerals. Dress 
appropriately for the weather, wear sturdy boots, and bring plenty of water and lunch. There are 
two creek crossings on log bridges and one by rock hopping and wading. A change of footwear 
might be prudent. This hike is very strenuous and participants should be in good physical 
condition. The trip will be cancelled in the event of inclement weather. 
 

Cheeks Bend Bluff and Howard Bridge Glade Hike 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. central Fee: Free RSVP Deadline: 4/4/2018 
 

Location: Duck River Complex State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): David Lincicome, Natural Heritage Program Manager 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=cheeks-bend-bluff-and-
howard-bridge-glade-hike  
  
RSVP Contact: David Lincicome, Loretha.legette@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/duck-river-complex.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Henry Horton State Park is located 15 miles east of the Duck 
River Complex and has Cabins and a Campground available. 

https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflowers-and-water-at-walls-of-jericho
https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflowers-and-water-at-walls-of-jericho
http://www.tennessee.gov/environment/article/na-na-walls-of-jericho
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/cabins/tims-ford
https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=cheeks-bend-bluff-and-howard-bridge-glade-hike
https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=cheeks-bend-bluff-and-howard-bridge-glade-hike
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/duck-river-complex.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/duck-river-complex.html


http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/henry-horton  
 
Come enjoy a spring hike at the Duck River Complex State Natural Area.  We will hike on two 
portions of the 2,135-acre natural area complex in Maury County; Cheeks Bend and Howard 
Bridge Glade.  Cheeks Bend (800-acres) includes high quality representative limestone cedar 
glades, karst features, cedar and hardwood forests, and scenic bluffs overlooking the Duck 
River.  There is a parking area and a two-mile trail at Cheeks Bend.  Rare plants found here 
include blue star, limestone fame-flower, Tennessee milk-vetch, and glade cress.  Howard 
Bridge Glade (321-acres) has no developed access although a road provides access into the 
river bend.  We will carpool 5.5 miles over to the site.  We will hike an additional 1.5 miles to 
visit cedar and hardwood forests, karst features, and a 6 acre limestone cedar glade.  The Duck 
River bladderpod occurs here.  The importance of the Duck River Complex is in part due to its 
association with the Duck River State Scenic River.  There are thirteen miles of the 30-mile 
state scenic river corridor that flows through this public land.  The Duck River is noted for rich 
faunal diversity particularly the several federal endangered mussel species that occur there.  
The natural area was designated to assure that federal and state listed species were protected 
when TVA transferred the Columbia Dam lands to the State for public use.  You should bring 
water, a snack, and sturdy shoes.  The trip will be canceled if there is heavy rain or severe 
weather predicted. 
 

Celebrate State Natural Areas Hike 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 8:45 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/6/2018 
 

Location: Big Cypress Tree State Park Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Bill McCall, Park Manager 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=big-cypress-natural-
areas-celebration-2018  
  
RSVP Contact: Bill McCall, billmccall@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/event_details/big-cypress-tree/#/?event=big-
cypress-natural-areas-celebration-2018  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Cabins and camping is available at Reelfoot Lake State Park: 
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/cabins/reelfoot-lake  
 
Join park manager Bill McCall on Sat. April 7 for a hike through Big Cypress Tree State Park 
and Natural Area to kick off Natural Areas Celebration Week.  
This hike will follow the park's paved trails to the end of the boardwalk and that is where the 
easy walking will most likely end. We will then walk from the end of the boardwalk to the Obion 
River. Waterproof footwear like rubber knee boots will be required for this hike because the 
bottomland will probably still be a little wet and soft at this time of year. The distance for this hike 
will be a total of between 2.5 and 3 miles. Once we enter the bottomland part of the hike, the 
walking will become little more difficult. If conditions are just too difficult in the bottomland (too 
much water or just too sloppy), we might cancel that park of the hike and set up another hike at 
a later date when conditions dry up some. Meet the park manager at the picnic shelter at 8:45 if 
you would like to participate in this hike. To find the park, turn west off Hwy. 45E onto Kimery 
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Road (Hwy. 445) and go 5 miles to the park sign. For more information, email the park 
manager:  Bill McCall@tn.gov. 
 
Three-Hour Deep Swamp Canoe Float 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 1:00 p.m. CST Fee: $10/person or 
$5/person if you have your 
own canoe or kayak 

RSVP: 4/5/2018 
 

 
Location: Reelfoot Lake State Park 

 
Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Reelfoot Lake State Park Staff 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=deep-swamp-canoe-
float-4-7-18  
  
RSVP Contact: Reelfoot Lake State Park,   
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Camping and cabins are available at the park 
(http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake)  
 
Join our experienced naturalist for a three-hour canoe float through seldom explored areas of 
Reelfoot Lake.  Observe old growth cypress forest, a heron rookery and an eagle nest as we 
leisurely paddle through the cypress swamp.  Exciting sights include large fish swimming, ducks 
taking flight and the occasional snake making an appearance.  A variety of bird life such as 
songbirds, ducks, herons, owls, or an eagle usually shows up to check out the canoeist.  This is 
one of the most unique adventures offered in West Tennessee!  The State Park provides canoe, 
life jacket and paddles.  We suggest you bring snack, drink, a change of clothes, camera and 
binoculars in a waterproof, floatable container.  Upper body strength is needed. 
 

Bone Cave Natural Area Hike 

Date: April 7, 2018 Time: 12:00 p.m. central Fee: $2 RSVP Deadline: 4/7/2018 
 

Location: Bone Cave State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Nathaniel Garrison, Park Ranger, Rock Island 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=bone-cave-natural-area-
hike  
  
RSVP Contact: Nathaniel Garrison, nathaniel.garrison@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/event_details/rock-island/#/?event=natural-
areas-week-bone-cave-natural-area-hike  
 
Overnight Accommodations: both camping and cabins are available at Rock Island State 
Park.  http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/rock-island  
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Join Ranger Garrison and enjoy a featured hike in the Bone Cave Natural Area. We will hike to 
the entrance of the cave, stop & discuss the natural and historical aspects of this Natural Area. 
Hike will be approx. 0.5 mile and does include a fairly steep hill. Snack and water 
recommended. Group will meet at Rock Island State Park Office and caravan to trail head. 
Reservation is required 
 
Three-Hour Deep Swamp Canoe Float 

Date: April 8, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. CST Fee: $10/person or 
$5/person if you have 
your own canoe or kayak 

RSVP: 4/6/2018 
 

 
Location: Reelfoot Lake State Park 

 
Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Reelfoot Lake State Park Staff 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=deep-swamp-canoe-
float-4-8-18  
  
RSVP Contact: Reelfoot Lake State Park,   
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Camping and cabins are available at the park 
(http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake)  
 
Join our experienced naturalist for a three-hour canoe float through seldom explored areas of 
Reelfoot Lake.  Observe old growth cypress forest, a heron rookery and an eagle nest as we 
leisurely paddle through the cypress swamp.  Exciting sights include large fish swimming, ducks 
taking flight and the occasional snake making an appearance.  A variety of bird life such as 
songbirds, ducks, herons, owls, or an eagle usually shows up to check out the canoeist.  This is 
one of the most unique adventures offered in West Tennessee!  The State Park provides canoe, 
life jacket and paddles.  We suggest you bring snack, drink, a change of clothes, camera and 
binoculars in a waterproof, floatable container.  Upper body strength is needed. 
 

Wildflowers of Stillhouse Hollow Falls 

Date: April 8, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/6/2018 
 

Location: Stillhouse Hollow Falls Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Erin Singer, Assistant Biologist, Tennessee Division of Natural Areas 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=flowers-of-stillhouse-
hollow-falls  
  
RSVP Contact: Erin Singer, erin.singer@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
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areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-stillhouse-hollow-falls.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Camping and cabins are available at the park 
(http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/david-crockett)  
 
Stillhouse Hollow Falls, aptly named for it 75 foot water feature, is a wonderful place to view 
spring wildflowers. The steep slopes of the Hollow are filled with colorful trillium, phlox, 
spiderwort and many others species. The hike will be approximately 1.5 miles long and is 
considered moderate to strenuous due to the change in elevation. Please bring water, snacks, 
and sturdy shoes. We will meet in the parking area at 9:00 a.m. central. 
 

Fire and Flowers 

Date: April 9, 2018 Time: 12:00 p.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/5/2018 
 

Location: Vesta Cedar Glade State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Sam King, Middle TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=fire-and-flowers  
  
RSVP Contact: Sam King, sam.king@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-
areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-vesta-cedar-glade.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Nearby Cedars of Lebanon State Park offers camping and 
cabins. Reservations can be made at http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/cedars-of-lebanon  
 
Come hike at Vesta State Natural Area, one of the coolest glade and grassland ecosystems in 
Middle Tennessee. We will hike around 2 miles and look at some of the unique plant life that 
occurs here. We will also discuss the use of fire and how it has helped to restore this rare 
Tennessee grassland. This will be a fairly easy hike, but please bring water and snack if you 
would like. Long pants and closed toe shoes are recommended. 
 

Flat Rock Cedar Glade Hike 

Date: April 10, 2018 Time: 10:00 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/2/2018 
 

Location: Flat Rock State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Sam King, Middle TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=flat-rock-cedar-glade-
hike  
  
RSVP Contact: Sam King, sam.king@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-
areas-middle-region/middle-region/flat-rock-cedar-glades-and-barrens.html  
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Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/cedars-of-lebanon  
 
Please join us for a 4.5-mile hike through some of the best glades and barrens in Tennessee. 
We should get to see some spring flowers while walking around this beautiful site. Remember to 
bring water and wear sturdy shoes. 
 

Plant This, Not That 

Date: April 11, 2018 Time: 1:00 p.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/9/2018 
 

Location: UT Gardems (Plateau Discovery Gardens), 320 
Experiment Station Road, Crossville, TN  38571 
(36.016183, -85.131740) 
 

Region: East Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Lisa Huff, East TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=plant-this-not-that  
  
RSVP Contact: Loretha Legette, loretha.legette@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://ag.tennessee.edu/plateaugardens/Pages/default.aspx  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/cumberland-mountain  
 
A popular presentation developed by East Tennessee Regional Ecologist, Lisa Huff, reveals 
some of the worst invasive plants that have been introduced by gardeners and homeowners 
over past decades, as well as alternative native plants that can be used in a variety of sunlight 
and moisture conditions.  Lisa has been requested to present "Plant This, Not That" at Historic 
Rugby on 3 occassions and has also presented the talk for the Friends of Roan Mountain.  The 
Power Point presentation lasts about 45 minutes and leaves time for audience questions.  The 
talk is open to the general public.  Attendance is free and sponsored by the Cumberland County 
Master Gardeners.  It will emphasize early outbreaks of non-native invasive plants on the 
Cumberland Plateau, bad plants to be on the look-out for, and what to do about them. 
 

Morning Wildflower Walk 

Date: April 11, 2018 Time: 9:00 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/10/2018 
 

Location: Taylor Hollow State Natural Area. This is a private preserve 
and group will meet in front of large white house at 671 Phillips Hollow 
Rd, Westmoreland, TN. 

Region: Middle TN 
 

 
Hike Leader(s): Andrea Bishop and Roger McCoy 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflower-walk-2  
  
RSVP Contact: Roger McCoy, roger.mccoy@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
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areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-taylor-hollow.html  
 
Given the popularity of this privately owned preserve, we are providing multiple opportunities for 
wildflower enthusiasts to enjoy the spring flora of Taylor Hollow State Natural Area.  As the first 
property acquired by the Tennessee Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, Taylor Hollow protects 
the state-endangered blue-eyed Mary along with a number of other showy wildflowers.  Leaders 
of the excursion will inform attendees of the names of different wildflowers, techniques on how 
to distinguish between different species, and will discuss the environmental variables that 
influence forest species composition. The hike consists of about two miles at a slow to moderate 
pace and those accustomed to hiking should have little difficulty. The hike will last from two to 
three hours with stops to enjoy, photograph, and learn about wildflowers. The route crosses one 
shallow stream, so wear suitable foot-wear. Dress appropriately for the weather and bring water 
and snacks.  Trained in botany, trip leaders Andrea Bishop and Roger McCoy have conducted 
rare plant searches and monitoring throughout Tennessee and frequently lead wildflower walks 
on Tennessee’s protected lands. 
 

Afternoon Wildflower Walk 

Date: April 11, 2018 Time: 12:30 p.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/10/2018 
 

Location: Taylor Hollow State Natural Area. This is a private preserve 
and group will meet in front of large white house at 671 Phillips Hollow 
Rd, Westmoreland, TN. 

Region: Middle TN 
 

 
Hike Leader(s): Andrea Bishop and Roger McCoy 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflower-walk-3  
  
RSVP Contact: Roger McCoy, roger.mccoy@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-taylor-hollow.html  
 
Given the popularity of this privately owned preserve, we are providing multiple opportunities for 
wildflower enthusiasts to enjoy the spring flora of Taylor Hollow State Natural Area.  As the first 
property acquired by the Tennessee Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, Taylor Hollow protects 
the state-endangered blue-eyed Mary along with a number of other showy wildflowers.  Leaders 
of the excursion will inform attendees of the names of different wildflowers, techniques on how 
to distinguish between different species, and will discuss the environmental variables that 
influence forest species composition. The hike consists of about two miles at a slow to moderate 
pace and those accustomed to hiking should have little difficulty. The hike will last from two to 
three hours with stops to enjoy, photograph, and learn about wildflowers. The route crosses one 
shallow stream, so wear suitable foot-wear. Dress appropriately for the weather and bring water 
and snacks.  Trained in botany, trip leaders Andrea Bishop and Roger McCoy have conducted 
rare plant searches and monitoring throughout Tennessee and frequently lead wildflower walks 
on Tennessee’s protected lands. 
 

Sunset at Couchville Glade 

Date: April 12, 2018 Time: 6:30 pm Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/12/2018 
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Location: Couchville Cedar Glade State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 

 
Hike Leader(s): Leslie Anne Rawlings, Park Ranger and Jason Allen, Friends of Long Hunter. 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=sunset-at-couchville-
glade  
  
RSVP Contact: LA Rawlings, Leslie.Anne.Rawlings@tn.gov  
  
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/events/long-hunter/#/?park=long-hunter  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Primitive camping is available at Long Hunter, and Cabins are 
available at Cedars of Lebanon State Park, just 16 miles away. 
 
Come and wind down after a hard days work and take a relaxing stroll through a cedar glade.  
Spring flowers, such as, Rose Verbena, Glade Cress, Shooting Star and Nashville Breadroot 
should  greet us as we listen to frogs and nightjars serenade us at sunset.  Wear shoes you can 
get wet and muddy as the trail usually has standing water this time of year. Don't forget your 
camera!  We will meet in the parking lot off of South Mt. Juliet Rd 
 

To Machine Falls and Beyond 

Date: April 13, 2018 Time: 10:00 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/6/2018 
 

Location: Short Springs State Natural Area Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Sam King, Middle TN Stewardship Ecologist & Leigh Gardner, Tennessee 
State Park Ranger 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=to-machine-falls-and-
beyond  
  
RSVP Contact: Sam King, sam.king@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/environment/program-areas/na-natural-areas/natural-
areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-short-springs.html  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Camping is available at nearby Old Stone Fort State Park.  
http://tnstateparks.com/parks/campground/old-stone-fort  
 
Come see the spring wildflowers and majestic waterfalls of Short Springs State Natural Area. 
This hike will take you past Busby Falls and Machine Falls on the way to the Wildflower Loop. 
This will be a strenuous hike on uneven terrain and access to Machine Falls requires walking 
across a creek. For this roughly 3-mile hike, you should bring water, a snack, sturdy shoes, and 
a fun-loving attitude! We hope to see you Short Springs this spring. Trip Leaders will be Leigh 
Gardner, Park Ranger from Old Stone Fort and Sam King, Stewardship Ecologist for Middle 
Tennessee. 
 
Meeman-Shelby Spring Butterfly Count 
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Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 9:30 a.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/12/2018 
 

Location: Meeman-Shelby Forest State Park Visitor's Center Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Allan Trently, West Tennessee Stewardship Ecologist, Tennessee Division of 
Natural Areas and Bart Jones, butterfly expert, North American Butterfly Association 
 
RSVP Contact: Allan Trently, allan.trently@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/meeman-shelby  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Meeman-Shelby Forest State Park has cabins, RV hook-ups, 
and primitive camping 
 
64 species of butterflies have been documented in the park! We don’t expect to see that many 
species but we will definitely see about half that number. The count begins at the visitor’s 
center. From there we will visit fields, bottomlands, uplands, and the banks of the Mississippi 
River. Participants will learn to identify butterflies and learn about their habitats especially what 
plants they are attracted to. It is OK if you don’t know your butterflies.  You’ll learn a few species 
that you can help count.  The data that you help collect will go to the North American Butterfly 
Association.  Be prepared for off-trail walking along gentle slopes.  We meet at 9:30 AM and 
continue till about noon. After lunch participants can continue to count or leave.  All those 
attending this event will be participating in citizen science.  Citizen science is a way to involve 
1000s of non-scientists in collecting much needed data that will go towards understanding the 
biology and conservation needs of species.  Butterfly counts take place throughout Tennessee 
(as well as North and South America).  My hope is that you will be motivated to learn the 
butterflies so that you can be a future member of the citizen science community and hopefully I’ll 
see you on other butterfly counts. 
 

Early Spring Wildflower Walk on Panther Branch 

Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 10 a.m. Eastern Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/12/2018 
 

Location: Frozen Head State Park (36.125480, -84.503186) Region: East Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Lisa Huff, East TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=early-spring-wildflower-
walk-on-panther-branch  
  
RSVP Contact: Loretha Legette, loretha.legette@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/activities/frozen-head-horseback-riding  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/campground/frozen-head  
 
Panther Branch is renowned in Frozen Head for its spring wildflowers.  The walk is up and back 
along the trail, as there is no loop available.  The walk is about 3 miles round trip and 
considered easy to moderate in difficulty.  We will meet at the park visitors' center parking area 
and then carpool to the trailhead from there due to limited parking space at the trailhead.  We 
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will attend if there is predicted light rain, but will likely cancel in case of heavier predicted rain, 
so please register by sending an email to Lisa Huff prior to the deadline and make sure to leave 
a contact phone number in case of cancelation. 
 

Afternoon Wildflower Walk 

Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 12:30 p.m. Central Fee: FREE RSVP Deadline: 4/11/2018 
 

Location: Taylor Hollow State Natural Area. This is a private preserve 
and group will meet in front of large white house at 671 Phillips Hollow 
Rd, Westmoreland, TN. 

Region: Middle TN 
 

 
Hike Leader(s): Roger McCoy 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=wildflower-walk  
  
RSVP Contact: Roger McCoy, roger.mccoy@tn.gov  
 
More Information: https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/na-natural-
areas/natural-areas-middle-region/middle-region/na-na-taylor-hollow.html  
 
Given the popularity of this privately owned preserve, we are providing multiple opportunities for 
wildflower enthusiasts to enjoy the spring flora of Taylor Hollow State Natural Area.  As the first 
property acquired by the Tennessee Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, Taylor Hollow protects 
the state-endangered blue-eyed Mary along with a number of other showy wildflowers.  Leaders 
of the excursion will inform attendees of the names of different wildflowers, techniques on how 
to distinguish between different species, and will discuss the environmental variables that 
influence forest species composition. The hike consists of about two miles at a slow to moderate 
pace and those accustomed to hiking should have little difficulty. The hike will last from two to 
three hours with stops to enjoy, photograph, and learn about wildflowers. The route crosses one 
shallow stream, so wear suitable foot-wear. Dress appropriately for the weather and bring water 
and snacks.  Trained in botany, trip leaders Andrea Bishop and Roger McCoy have conducted 
rare plant searches and monitoring throughout Tennessee and frequently lead wildflower walks 
on Tennessee’s protected lands. 
 

Three-Hour Deep Swamp Canoe Float 

Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 1:00PM CST Fee: $10/person or $5/person 
if you have your own canoe 
or kayak 

RSVP: 4/12/18 
 

Location: Reelfoot Lake State Park Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Reelfoot Lake State Park Staff 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=deep-swamp-canoe-
float-4-14-18  
  
RSVP Contact: Reelfoot Lake State Park,   
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake  
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Overnight Accommodations: Camping and cabins are available at the park 
(http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake)  
 
Join our experienced naturalist for a three-hour canoe float through seldom explored areas of 
Reelfoot Lake.  Observe old growth cypress forest, a heron rookery and an eagle nest as we 
leisurely paddle through the cypress swamp.  Exciting sights include large fish swimming, ducks 
taking flight and the occasional snake making an appearance.  A variety of bird life such as 
songbirds, ducks, herons, owls, or an eagle usually shows up to check out the canoeist.  This is 
one of the most unique adventures offered in West Tennessee!  The State Park provides canoe, 
life jacket and paddles.  We suggest you bring snack, drink, a change of clothes, camera and 
binoculars in a waterproof, floatable container.  Upper body strength is needed. 
 

Duck River Canoe Float 

Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 10AM CST Fee: FREE except 
for canoe rental fee 
or shuttle fee 

RSVP Deadline: 4/13/2018 
 

 
Location: Higher Pursuits 3114 Cheeks Bend Rd. 
Columbia, TN 38401 (35.578698, -86.881892) 

 
Region: Middle Tennessee 
 

 
Hike Leader(s): Stephanie Williams, Data Manager Natural Heritage Program 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=duck-river-canoe-float  
  
RSVP Contact: Stephanie Williams, stephanie.ann.williams@tn.gov  
 
More Information: http://www.tn.gov/environment/article/na-na-duck-river-complex  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/henry-horton  
 
Come join us as we enjoy the waters of the Duck River on a special week of celebrating TN 
State Natural Areas. We will be on a very flat and easy stretch of river from Leftwich Bridge to 
the TWRA take out at Howard Bridge. This stretch of the river has a gentle current, no rapids, 
and will take about 4 hours to float. This is an excellent opportunity for beginners to canoe. 
Participants are welcome to bring their own canoe or kayak. Transportation from the take-out 
back to the put-in can be arranged for a small fee. Canoes can be rented at a special discount 
of $40 per canoe through a local canoe vendor. Our put-in point is about a 45-minute drive 
south of Nashville on I-65. Bring lunch and water and perhaps a change of clothes. For more 
information and directions go to http://www.higherpursuits.com.  Meet at Higher Pursuits parking 
area at 3114 Cheeks Bend Rd in Columbia. I will reserve a shuttle, canoe, or kayak through 
Higher Pursuits for everyone that registers for the event. 
 
Three-Hour Deep Swamp Canoe Float 

Date: April 15, 2018 Time: 9AM CST Fee: $10/person or 
$5/person if you have your 
own canoe or kayak 

RSVP: 4/13/2018 
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Location: Reelfoot Lake State Park Region: West Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Reelfoot Lake State Park Staff 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=deep-swamp-canoe-
float-4-15-18  
  
RSVP Contact: Reelfoot Lake State Park,   
 
More Information: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake  
 
Overnight Accommodations: Camping and cabins are available at the park 
(http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/reelfoot-lake)  
 
Join our experienced naturalist for a three-hour canoe float through seldom explored areas of 
Reelfoot Lake.  Observe old growth cypress forest, a heron rookery and an eagle nest as we 
leisurely paddle through the cypress swamp.  Exciting sights include large fish swimming, ducks 
taking flight and the occasional snake making an appearance.  A variety of bird life such as 
songbirds, ducks, herons, owls, or an eagle usually shows up to check out the canoeist.  This is 
one of the most unique adventures offered in West Tennessee!  The State Park provides canoe, 
life jacket and paddles.  We suggest you bring snack, drink, a change of clothes, camera and 
binoculars in a waterproof, floatable container.  Upper body strength is needed. 
 

The Mystery of the Missing Shortleaf Pine 

Date: April 15, 2018 Time: 2:30 p.m. Eastern Fee: FREE  
 
Location: Friendly House parish hall, Christ Church, 
Historic Rugby, Tennessee (36.3601167, -84.699294) 

 
Region: East Tennessee 
 

 
Hike Leader(s): Lisa Huff, East TN Stewardship Ecologist 
 
Online Registration: https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=the-mystery-of-the-
missing-shortleaf-pine   
 
More Information: http://www.historicrugby.org/  
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://www.historicrugby.org/  
 
Tennessee Natural Areas Program, East Regional Ecologist, Lisa Huff, will present a history of 
the shortleaf pine-bluestem vegetation community at the Rugby Friendly House, explaining 
what happened to this important species and its associated ecosystems, as well as some 
efforts that are underway to re-establish it.  Shortleaf pine was a very important forest species 
in the landscape of Rugby in Morgan, Fentress, Pickett and other northern Plateau counties in 
the recent and more distant historic past.  Many of Historic Rugby's buildings are built chiefly 
from this pine species.  But where did it go?  Come to the program on April 15th at Friendly 
House in Rugby and find out.  The program starts at 2:30 p.m. Eastern Time.  The presentation 
lasts the better part of an hour with time for questions.  After the talk, anyone who is interested 
can join Lisa for a walk in the state natural area to look for early spring wildflowers.  We'll 
decide that afternoon where we'd like to walk.  About the leader:  Lisa Huff started her 
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professional career working for Tennessee State Parks as a seasonal interpreter over 30 years 
ago. Her professional experiences have taken her across the North American continent in the 
U.S. and Canada, to the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, to Europe and to Africa.  She's been with 
the Tennessee Natural Areas Program for the last 18 years. 

 

Spring Wildflower Hike at Pogue Creek Canyon SNA 

Date: April 14, 2018 Time: 9AM CST Fee: FREE  RSVP Deadline: 4/12/2018 
 

Location: Pickett State Park Visitor Center Region: East Tennessee 
 

Hike Leader(s): Park Ranger Camron Martin 
 
Online Registration: : https://tnstateparks.com/events/details/#/?event=spring-wildflower-hike-
at-pogue-creek-canyon-sna  
  
RSVP Contact: Camron Martin, camron.martin@tn.gov 
 
More Information: http://www.tn.gov/environment/article/na-na-pogue-creek-canyon   
 
Overnight Accommodations: http://tnstateparks.com/parks/about/pickett  
 
Join Park Ranger Camron Martin on this off-trail hike deep into the canyon of Pogue Creek. 
Wildflowers, sandstone rock formations, and beautiful streams can be seen on this hike. Hike is 
considered very difficult due to steep elevation change. Meet at Pickett State Park Visitor 
Center. Please wear sturdy shoes and bring plenty of water and lunch. Total distance will be 
around 2 1/2 miles and will take approximately 4 hours.  
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